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Topic #3

· Establish a program for students who want to go into science journalism. 

· We currently do not have discussion about attitudes towards science. 

· Outreach to youth about science, and what scientists do.

· Worried about the lack of understanding of what science is. 

· Best way to change opinions about science is to target the youth.

· Worried about how science is viewed socially, i.e. viewed as nerd undesirable.

· Communication in both ways, in government and youth. 

· Need to change the way the general public sees science because of the importance of science in government and future.

· Whose attitudes are we changing?  

· Science viewed as done by disconnected intellectuals – really it is relevant to helping people!

· If we want people to care about science, scientists need to care about other issues. We need to engage issues that oppose science or are unrelated to science.

· Reach youth by reaching the teachers. Teachers should make science more accessible.

· Teachers are driven by state standards and are not physically able to add more material. Change state standards?

· Some students do not experience actual science until late junior high.

· Math is an important component about science and changing attitudes toward math could go a long way to change attitudes about science.

· Math is emphasized by state standards.

· Creating interest in science can be done without a lot math that encourages thought.

· Concept of Controlled experiment can be taught early
· Doing workshops and outreach to young students can encourage science careers in the youth.

· Many people don’t understand what scientists do, who they are, how they become scientists. Changing the image of a scientist might help.
· What kind of outreach can we do?
· Do we need to change priorities?

· We can participate in establish programs.

· SWE West Conference.

· These students already have an interest in science

· Use fun games to get them interested in science.
Have more courses that focus on outreaching, science education.

· Public doesn’t understand uncertainties. Possibly due to the way science is written about.

· Should not be afraid to discuss controversial issues at Mudd. Not advocate a certain view but to have open discussion.
· Religious views are seen as odd or strange.

· Religious/societal discussion seen as something as outside of the classroom, not part of the curriculum.

· It is possible to teach/discuss this issues without putting down different views.

· Not necessary to have all ideas be on equal footing, but important to discuss them.

· Option for minors in the humanities.

Summary

· We should have a community that fosters discussion and is accepting of differing views.

· Outreach to young students to change perspectives of science, supportive by curriculum changes and professional development criteria.

· Promoting science writing and communication. Humanities concentration in science writing.
· Producing scientists who understand policy and government and take roles in those disciplines.

· Having programs that encourage science and society and that draw on the strengths of the other colleges. Combined program with CMC or Pomona.

