Table P, Require an experiential Outreach for all Student
· Interesting idea; other ideas include sustainability, k-12 outreach.  Imagine a smorgasbord of opportunities

· Excited sbout international exchange; study a culture and country and then go there to learn from people of that country; what you learn sticks better when you work with other people

· Make sure that this is not a departmental issue; rethink the curriculum to make this possible

· Interested in the policy aspect of this; semester in Washington DC; free interns may be more desirable to DC-types than students who need to be paid; few in DC currently with STEM background

· Basic problem with this proposal the word “require”, “strongly recommended” would be preferable wording; student, of his own volition, learned Korean and visited the country

· Emphasize the “experiential” aspect; the fact that you leave HMC and it’s classes, labs and going to apply it somewhere else

· Worry about the word “require”…need to swap not add.  This could be another method for students to be placed in a more diverse environment

· If required, presume it would be phased in over time.  We already hav a model for this type of activity in the study-abroad program, don’t need to sit it on top of departments.  Requiring this and research experience could become chaotic

· Son is math-cs major, wants to learn about and visit Korea.  Worked long and hard to achieve knowledge of the language, and has spent half a year in Korea.  Didn’t get a lot of credit for this at Mudd.

Round-Robin

· If we are going to do this, we need staff support, adequate support to identify targets of opportunity

· Natural way to proceed is to build upon what other 5C’s are doing, eg, CMC and knowledge of Washington , DC.  
· Need to have an office that would organize this across departments; have the requirements be institutional not just departmental; rebuild curriculum to make space/time forthis

· How are these topics “outreach”?  Maybe they are not…think about this more as a “time away from Mudd” the idea being to enlarge a student’s context

· If we call it an “experimental activity” it might be better; lots of choices within some set of experiential learning opportunities

· Could go to New Orleans, Pomona, Tijuana, etc to do “outreach”  and that would fit into our understanding of this program’s goals

· Would Pomona be far enough away?  Maybe….maybe we want them to be farther off campus…maybe we just want a new set of experiences and distance isn’t the critical issue

· This could be a way to subsume community service as a required option

· I don’t see distance as the critical issue; being part of the Bates program was a significant change of venue

· One way to get broad support is to phase in slowly, and to have a large variety of options

· It is intriguing that we have few pilot programs; we often try to get HMC to adopt a program before we see if it can even work.  This might be a good program to try to pilot.  We could think about requirements we already have that might be substitutable.

· Trying to generate opportunities could be very expensive.  

· Incremental steps from where we are now to a full blown experiential learning program is not bold enough.

· In high school I was not comfortable around people from a different environment….In high school we went to Mexico and did a puppet show and interacted with the children, I was initially uncomfortable with doing this but ultimately this took away my discomfort.
· Besides exchanging abroad, we might exchange with large universities in this country…let people see what Berkeley, for example, is like.

· What I find intriguing about this idea is a student carrying his/her educational activity in some other place.  This probably requires a semester commitment—a week over vacation is a different kind of model….How far should we extend the granting of credit to non-academic activities?
· Does “research” qualify in this sort of discussion?  Examples of where it might include students studying at other institutions during the summer (in the US or internationally).

· How would we, or would we, grade these activities?

· Initially we talked about the clean up of NO after Katrina as fitting into this sort of program, but perhaps we should be looking for a more significant commitment (in terms of time, intensity…?)

· Should creativity be part of the experience, eg, student creating their own project?

· Maybe there would be an option for the student to make their own project and then find a faculty sponsor.  This is an option for IE requirement, but it is not often used

· Maybe not require this, but let students see how great it is and then sign on

· Perhaps piloting the program to show students how good it could be

· A large number of students might take advantage of the program just for research experiences
· One value this program could have is creating a more activist approach to advising…why does one do a particular sort of research?  It could help students grapple with their values, options and education.

· Requiring this program is a statement of values, it would be integral to what HMC is

· Could arrange the program with a combination of breadth and depth

Summary

· Any program of this nature will require additional staffing, support, etc

· For this program to be successful, there should be many programs/avenues for students to choose from.  Eg: internship, NGO experience, public policy, study abroad, summer research away from HMC (and hometown), community service, …

· Should build a program that considers breadth and depth?

· In early days, leverage existing options at other 5C’s

· Is this a program for academic credit or not?  (Whatever the answer to this question, the experience should not be an add on to existing curriculum.)
